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WOBURN — Christine McGee’s
father called his daughter’s killer
— her estranged husband Jeffrey
McGee — “an animal” who forced
the couple’s young son to live with

the horrible
memory of 
witnessing 
his mother’s
murder. 

“The impact
on this little
boy is horrific,”
said Donald
Plouffe, Chris-
tine’s father, as
he choked back
tears yesterday.
“Our family

will never escape the grief. ... May
he rot in hell,” Plouffe told Middle-
sex Superior Court Judge Kathe
Tuttman during McGee’s sentenc-
ing hearing. 

After a two-week trial, McGee,
39, of Chelmsford, was found guilty

Friday of first-degree murder in the
Nov. 20, 2007, slaying of his 31-
year-old estranged wife, Christine.
The murder took place in front of
the couple’s then-3 1/2-year-old son,
Gavin, in Jeffrey McGee’s Glen
Avenue apartment in Chelmsford. 

After beating, choking and stab-
bing his wife to death, McGee, who
had tried unsuccessfully to commit
suicide, put his young son in his
car and drove along Route 110 in
Methuen, where he drove head-on
into a dump truck, according to
prosecutor Katharine Folger. 

Neither the boy nor his father
was seriously injured in the crash,
but the jury convicted McGee of
assault and battery with a danger-
ous weapon, negligent operation of
a motor vehicle, and reckless
endangerment of a child in relation
to the crash. 

It was while officials were try-
ing to find the boy’s mother to tell
her about the accident that Gavin
told hospital personnel, “Daddy
killed Mommy.” 

During the trial, Gavin, now 6,
testified against his father.

In court yesterday, McGee, who
shaved his head, wore glasses and
was sporting a goatee — a transfor-
mation from his appearance during

By Rita Savard
rsavard@lowellsun.com

LOWELL — Now that
health-care reform has
passed, one very big question
still remains: What will it
cost the American people?

As President Obama
signed into law a
package of changes
to the new bill yes-
terday Democrats
like U.S. Rep. Niki
Tsongas were busy
reaching out to vot-
ers in their congres-
sional districts to
try and break down
the complicated
health-care reform
law.

The so-called
“fixes” bill that fol-
lowed yesterday, significantly
expands health-insurance
subsidies for lower- and mid-
dle-income families. It also
overhauls the national stu-
dent-loan system
by shifting govern-
ment funding for
loans away from
commercial banks
that soaked gradu-
ates with high
interest rates.

The added bill
increases the over-
all cost of the
health-care reform legislation
to $940 billion over the next
10 years, $65 billion more
than the original bill that
Obama signed last week.

Tsongas said the govern-
ment needed to spend money
for Americans to save money
on everyday medical costs.
According to the figures put
forward by the Congressional
Budget Committee, Tsongas
said the new law will actu-

ally reduce the national
deficit by $143 billion in the
first 10 years, and whittle it
down by another $1.2 trillion
in the following 10 years.

But concern still is grow-
ing that the plan might be
biting off more than it can

chew.
U.S. Rep. Mike

McIntyre, a North
Carolina Democrat,
voiced support yes-
terday for the
largely Republican
state attorneys gen-
eral suing the fed-
eral government on
the grounds that the
bill is unconstitu-
tional. McIntyre’s
comments highlight
the fervent opposi-

tion to the reform package
that exists in moderate and
conservative parts of the
country. McIntyre is one of 34
Democrats who opposed the

legislation.
In Massachu-

setts, Sen. Scott
Brown has co-
sponsored an
amendment to
repeal a portion of
the law that taxes
medical-device
companies. Brown
also said he’s

working on legislation that
would allow states to opt out
of the health-care bill.

Despite the backlash,
there’s still much misinfor-
mation surrounding the law,
Tsongas said yesterday after-
noon during an interview at
The Sun.

One example, she said, is
that the health-reform

U.S. Rep. 
Niki Tsongas

By Nancye Tuttle
ntuttle@lowellsun.com

LOWELL — Mary Richardson, the co-
host of WCVB-TV’s Chronicle, couldn’t get
enough of artist Ashlee Welz Smith’s
adorable daughter Nola, whose chubby
baby face is featured in a series of paint-
ings Welz Smith created in her Western
Avenue Studios space.

“Look at these close-ups of this cute
baby. She’s so sweet — how does she feel
when she sees herself in the paintings?”
Richardson asked Welz Smith yesterday.

“She doesn’t notice much now, but she’ll
probably be embarrassed when she’s a
teenager,” replied Welz Smith.

It was one friendly exchange in several
hours of amiable banter between Richard-
son, her producer/husband Stan Leven and
photographer Bob Oliver, and several WAS
artists being interviewed for an upcoming
Chronicle segment on artist communities

in Massachusetts.
Before Richardson arrived, Leven and

Oliver had visited Liz Smith’s Made in
Lowell studio, where Smith was making
polymer clay Easter eggs and still recover-
ing from her appearance last week on
Martha Stewart Live.

They also checked out Frank Casazza’s
space and talked with photographer Adrien
Bisson and artist Dave Barton. Along with
Richardson, they had visited The Space, a
new recording and performance space at
WAS, owned by John and Robert Bell.
Later, Richardson planned to stop by
Heather Wang’s jewelry studio.

“This place is a hidden gem,” said Leven,
who contacted WAS Executive Director
Maxine Farkas last Friday to set up the
visit after discovering WAS on the Internet.

“What strikes me is how polished it is,”
noted Richardson, impressed with the art

Western Avenue Studios
in ‘Chronicle’ spotlight

‘May he rot in hell’
Chelmsford man shows no emotion while victim’s family speaks

Tsongas talks
up health care
Congresswoman to explain costs

Christine McGee
... killed in 2007

Jeffrey McGee talks with his defense attorney, Rosemary Scapicchio,
left, after receiving his sentence yesterday. SUN PHOTOS/DAVID H. BROW

Donald Plouffe,
the father of
murder victim
Christine
McGee, gives
a statement
yesterday in
Woburn.

Please see MURDER/4

WCVB Channel 5’s Chronicle host Mary Richardson, right, talks with artist Ashlee
Welz Smith of Lowell during a visit to Western Avenue Studios for a segment on
artist communities. SUN/JULIA MALAKIE

For an in-depth
breakdown of
health-care

reform’s costs
and savings as

complied by 
Rep. Tsongas’
office, go to:

www.lowellsun.com

Please see REFORM/5Please see WAS/5

“This place is a hidden gem.”
— Chronicle producer Stan Leven

By Jennifer Myers
jmyers@lowellsun.com

LOWELL — The city’s
Inspectional Services Depart-
ment has had “poor oversight of

its employ-
ees, inade-
quate

record keeping, inattentive and
sometimes neglectful monitor-
ing of some contractors and
their construction projects and

insufficient concern about pub-
lic health and safety,” according
to a memo sent by Interim
Director of Inspectional Ser-
vices Rosemary Cashman to
City Manager Bernie Lynch.

However, Cashman adds that
the department’s shortcomings
can be overcome through the
“institution of appropriate
accountability procedures.” 

Cashman, the former town

administrator of Tyngsboro,
was brought in by Lynch to
assist in the restructuring of
the troubled department fol-
lowing the January dismissal of
Building Commissioner Robert
Camacho. 

The department has been
the focus of an investigation by
Inspector General Gregory Sul-
livan’s office for the past year.
The investigation began as a

probe into the circumstances
surrounding the issuance of
building permits to McBee
Development LLC, whose prin-
cipals are Thomas Broderick of
North Hampton, N.H., and
Stephen Maguire of Tyngsboro.
The scope of the investigation
was broadened last August
when Lynch fired plumbing and

Cashman puts focus on fault-filled city office

Rosemary
Cashman

City Council

Please see COUNCIL/4

By Erin Smith
esmith@lowellsun.com

LOWELL — Kevin Cough-
lin is a Boy Scout — an Eagle
Scout to be exact.

He’s also known for his
community volunteer work
over the years and that’s why
he was picked to receive the
Boy Scouts’ Greater Lowell
Distinguished Citizen Award
this year, according to Chuck

Marvin,
finance
director of
the Yan-
kee Clip-
per Coun-
cil, the
local
agency for
the Boy
Scouts.

The
Tyngsboro
resident is
the first

honoree in recent years who
is a Boy Scout, according to
Marvin. Last year’s recipient,
local lawyer George Eliades
Jr., was never a Boy Scout.
Neither was Middlesex Com-
munity College President
Carole Cowan, who received
the honor in 2008 nor local
businessman James F. Con-
way III, tapped for the annual
award in 2007. The 2006
award recipient, Trinity
Ambulance co-owner John
Chemaly, also was not a
Scout.

Coughlin, vice president
for government and commu-
nity strategies at Saints Med-
ical Center, will be honored at
a dinner at Lenzi’s in Dracut
on April 8.

Coughlin called the honor
“humbling,” especially as the
Boy Scout organization cele-
brates its 100th year. Cough-
lin said he was surprised
when a committee of former
award recipients called to tell
him they wanted to honor
him at this year’s ceremony.

“They are the people that
gets things done. You cannot
say no to that,” said Coughlin.
“It’s a wonderful experience

Former
Scout
earns
honor

Tyngsboro’s
Kevin Coughlin

Please see COUGHLIN/5
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debate often misrepresents
changes to Medicare.

Nearly $500 billion in
cuts under the health-
reform package include no
direct reductions to tradi-
tional Medicare benefits,
Tsongas said. Instead, the
cuts will come largely from
limits to growth in future
Medicare spending over the
next 10 years and lower gov-
ernment funding of private
Medicare Advantage plans.
About 25 percent of all
Medicare recipients get
health care through these
plans, including 7,400 in the
5th Congressional District,
that generally reduce what
people have to pay from
their own pockets for med-
ical services.

The small premiums are
from the government paying
out about 14 percent more
for Advantage than it costs
to cover seniors in tradi-
tional Medicare, Tsongas
said.

“You have to say what’s
fair and what’s wasteful,”
Tsongas said. “Paying more
for a select group is not fair
to the majority receiving tra-
ditional Medicare and it’s
misspending taxpayers dol-
lars.”

While premiums for
Advantage plans are likely
to rise next year, “insurers
cannot offer fewer benefits
than the original Medicare
plan, whether you’re on tra-
ditional Medicare or
Medicare Advantage,”
Tsongas added.

AARP Massachusetts,
and other advocates for sen-
iors, support health-care
reform and insist the land-
mark bill will strengthen the
overall Medicare program
and benefit seniors.

Probably the most imme-
diate win for seniors comes
in the form of controls on
prescription-drug costs, said

Nora Super, director of fed-
eral government relations
for AARP Massachusetts.

Medicare Part D
enrollees in the “doughnut
hole” of drug coverage —
who must pay $3,610 in drug
costs before they are covered
by Medicare’s catastrophic
coverage provision — will
get a one-time $250 rebate
this year. Next year, seniors
in the hole will get a 50 per-
cent discount on brand-
name drugs and a 7 percent
discount on generics. The
discounts grow so that by
2020, consumers will pay the
standard 25 percent for
drugs, instead of 100 per-
cent. Once they spend a cer-
tain amount on drugs, they
will then pay just 5 percent.

Individuals earning over
$85,000 and couples over
$170,000, will pay more in
drug plan premiums start-
ing next year.

“The way these reduc-
tions take place over the
next five years, we believe
will be beneficial to all peo-
ple over the long term,”
Super said. “Many join
Medicare Advantage
because they want to take
advantage of the drug bene-
fits but now everyone will
get them.”

Besides ending taxpayer
subsidies for private insur-
ers in Medicare, other meth-
ods to pay for health-care
reform will include excise
tax on high-cost employer-
sponsored health-care cover-
age, instituting a health
insurance provider fee, a
pharmaceutical manufactur-
ers fee, a medical-device
manufacturers fee and a tax
on indoor tanning services.

For a full breakdown of
health-care reform’s savings
and costs as complied by
Tsongas’ office, please visit
www.lowellsun.com.

REFORM/From Page 3

LOWELL — Organizers behind the publication of a poetry
collection by a deceased Lowell Cambodian monk are scheduled
to launch a nationwide tour tomorrow promoting the book.

The Light of Cambodian Children and Cambodian Expres-
sions will release the book by Ly Van Aggadipo at Middlesex
Community College in Lowell.

The book describes the horrors of the Khmer Rouge regime
through the eyes of Ly Van, who died in January 2008.

Following the Lowell event are stops in Chicago, Philadel-
phia, St. Paul, Minn., and Long Beach, Calif. Tour stops will
feature readings and accompanying musical performances by
two Cambodian artists. The book’s editor, Samkhann Khoeun,
said the tour will bring the monk’s story to various Cambo-
dian American communities across the country.

Lowell monk’s poetry goes on
national tour posthumously

on the walls and flourishing
studios, many with doors
open for visitors.

The artists put on a con-
certed effort over the week-
end to spiff up the space,
noted Farkas.

“When we heard Chronicle
was coming, we cleaned, pol-
ished and painted,” she said.

That’s what makes the
place special, Welz Smith told
Richardson.

“I’ve found a wonderful
sense of community here. I
get useful critiques on my
work. It’s opened me up and
taken me places I haven’t
been before,” she said.

Speaking of places, Lowell
is one of Richardson’s
favorites — and she’s traveled
the world to Europe, China,
Egypt, the Arctic and Cuba in
her 25 years on Chronicle,
which she recently announced
she will leave on May 21. 

“I love Lowell and that
can-do attitude and coopera-

tion that everyone in the city
seems to have,” she said, not-
ing she’d been here before to
report on Bette Davis’ birth-
place and the Jack Kerouac
memorial in Eastern Canal
Park for Chronicle.

The exposure on Chronicle
will be “incredible” for WAS,
according to Farkas.

“I’m dumbstruck — this
will give us wonderful,
tremendous recognition as a
community and we won’t be 5
until August,” she noted.

Leven, impressed with the
art and artists here, said he
and Richardson will return on
their own. “But,” he quipped,
“I’ll probably have to keep
Mary out of the jewelry stu-
dios.”

Chronicle’s segment on
WAS and other Massachu-
setts arts communities will
air within the next couple of
weeks, he said.

Chronicle airs weekdays at
7:30 p.m. on WCVB-TV,
Channel 5. 

WAS/From Page 3

Chronicle cameraman Bob Oliver tapes WCVB’s Mary
Richardson interviewing artist Ashlee Welz Smith of 
Lowell during a visit to Western Avenue Studios for a
segment on artist communities. SUN/JULIA MALAKIE

Western Avenue Studios
in ‘Chronicle’ spotlight

Tsongas talks up
health-care reform

Lowell
— Arnold Wortham, 52, 1003

Westford St., Unit 9; warrant for
driving after license suspension,
warrant for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol.

— Leonardo Canales, 25, no
known address; warrant for assault

and battery with a dangerous
weapon, warrant for intimidating a
witness, warrant for larceny.

— Jovannie Ferrer, 22, 
22 Walker St., rear; warrant 
for destruction of property over
$250.

— Knak Ngoun, 41, no known
address; trespassing.

ARRESTS LOG

being honored in your home-
town and with all the his-
toric changes that have
taken place in Lowell over
the last 100 years.”

Previous award recipi-
ents, board members and
other community leaders
select the honoree each year,
according to Marvin.

“We were looking for a
Scout-type person to cele-
brate the Boy Scouts’ 100th
anniversary and it just adds
to the community work he
does through Saints Medical,”
said Marvin. “We wanted to
kind of recognize one of our
own that has done so much
for Scouting over the years.”

Coughlin, who has
served as an assistant
scoutmaster in Hyde Park
and previously served on
the Boy Scouts council
board for the Greater Low-
ell area, became an Eagle
Scout in 1971. He was also
the first person in Tyngs-
boro’s history to receive the
Eagle Scout award, accord-
ing to Boy Scout officials.
Coughlin said his Eagle
Scout project involved the
cleanup and restoration of
historic Fletcher Cemetery

in Tyngsboro.
“It seems like a long time

ago,” said Coughlin.
Coughlin became the

youngest elected member to
the Tyngsboro Board of
Selectman in 1978, was later
elected to the Board of Health
and held many governmental
positions, including appoint-
ments from former Massa-
chusetts Gov. Edward King,
Secretary of State William
Galvin and the Selectmen of
Middlesex County, according
to Scout officials.

He also has participated
in numerous community
volunteer leadership posi-
tions as chairman of the
Greater Lowell Workforce
Investment Board, director
of the Cambodian Mutual
Assistance Association,
trustee of the Boys and Girls
Club of Greater Lowell and
a board member of the D’Y-
ouville Senior Care Founda-
tion, Scouting officials said.

Coughlin is slated to give
a keynote speech at the
award dinner.

To attend the award din-
ner, contact Chuck Marvin
at 978-372-0591 or e-mail
cmarvin@bsamail.org.

COUGHLIN/From Page 3

Scouts to honor Tyngsboro man

By Nancye Tuttle
ntuttle@lowellsun.com

LOWELL — At a recent
reception at the Whistler
House Museum of Art, the
Lowell Cultural Council dis-
tributed $49,937 in grants to
help fund arts-related proj-
ects throughout the city of
Lowell. The grants are allo-
cated by the LCC on behalf
of the Massachusetts Cul-
tural Council, a state agency.

Twenty organizations and
eight individuals received
grant money for projects and
programming that will bene-
fit the Lowell community in
several ways. 

Local visual and perform-
ing-arts organizations that
received funding support to
subsidize ongoing program-
ming and new initiatives
include Merrimack Reper-
tory Theatre, Brush Artist
Studios and Gallery, the
Revolving Museum, Western
Avenue Studios Artist Asso-
ciation, the Arts League of
Lowell, the 119 Gallery, the
New England Orchestra,
Lowell Youth Orchestra and
the Whistler House Museum
of Art.

Nonprofit community
organizations receiving

funding include the Light of
Cambodian Children,
United Teen Equity Center,
Lowell Parks & Conserva-
tion Trust, Lowell Festival
Foundation, Lowell Telecom-
munications and D’Youville
Senior Care Foundation.

Collaboration between
the organizations, artists,
schools and other nonprofit
groups will further expand
outreach citywide and maxi-
mize cultural and educa-
tional benefits.

Funding for 2010 will also
provide support for ongoing
community events including
Doors Open Lowell (May),
the African Cultural Festival
(June), Lowell Folk Festi-
val’s Art in the Courtyard
(July),  Lowell Open Studios
(September) and Lowell Cel-
ebrates Kerouac (October.)

Funding to Lowell-based
individual will help support
the Western Avenue Studios
Free Summer Youth Pro-
gram, a documentary film on
the last farm in Lowell and a
curated exhibit featuring
children’s book illustrators.

For a complete list of grant
recipients go to www.mass-
culture.org/Lowell.

Cultural Council presents
nearly $50,000 in grants

3 SIZES AVAILABLE:
Individual 1/2 Hotel Pan Full Hotel Pan
Serves 6 Serves 12 Serves 24

Can be ordered separately or with sides.

Pick up on Saturday, April 3rd

with reheat instructions
~ or ~

Sunday - Hot & Ready to Serve!

Pick Up Your Homemade
Chicken Pot Pies for Easter

810 Merrimack Ave. (Rt110) Dracut, MA 01826 • 978-458-2323
WWW.LENZICATERING.COM 12
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39
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Equal Opportunity Lender

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate.  4.99%APR rate for up to a 5-year term.  Other rates and terms up to 20 years available.  The 4.99%APR is repayable
in 60 monthly payments of $18.87 per $1,000 borrowed.  Borrow up to 90% of your home’s current value less any debt secured by your home with a
minimum of $10,000 and a maximum of $250,000. Home Equity Loans are only available on a Primary Residence. Rates as of 3/16/2010 and are subject
to change without notice.  $5.00 Membership Account Required.

4.99%
APR*

UP TO 5 YEARS ON A HOME EQUITY LOAN 

Lowell | Dracut | Chelmsford | Tyngsboro | Methuen – 978-452-5001 | 877-604-5328 | JDCU.com

At Jeanne D’Arc Credit Union, we have responsible financial tools that can help you live the life you want. 

With our Home Equity Loans and Lines of Credit, you can use the equity in your home to do just that. Pay off 

your higher-rate loans and credit cards by consolidating this debt into one lower-rate monthly payment. And 

the interest you pay may be tax deductible (consult your tax advisor). Our Home Equity products offer some 

unique features, like the option to have up to five fixed-rate loans under your Line of Credit. Choose an Equity 

Loan instead, and you can borrow up to 90% of your home’s 

current value less any debt secured by your home 

with a minimum of $10,000 and a maximum 

of $250,000.*

We are committed to helping you make smart financial choices.
We are Jeanne D’Arc Credit Union, your protection behind the 
shield. Contact us today.

SHELTER FROM THE STORM.

NOTHING FOR SALE
CASH PAID FOR:
Daggers & Swords . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . up to $5,000
Bayonets & Knives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10 to $200
Medals & Badges . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10 to $800
Helmets & Hats . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20 to $800
German Flags . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $15 to $1,000
Military Uniforms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $25 to $1,000
Patches and Insignia (each) . . . . . . . $1 to $150
WWII Leather Flight Jackets .  . $50 to $1,200
Colts & Winchesters, etc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $$$$
Spiked Helmets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Up to $600
Old Guns . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100 to $2,000
German Military Steins . . . . . . . . . . . . . Up to $600
Photos and Documents . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1 to $500
We Buy just about any war souvenir, so bring it along!

WORLDWIDE RECOGNITION FOR OVER 26 YEARS

WANTED
War Souvenirs
From All Wars and All Countries!

HISTORICAL
MILITARY
ANTIQUES

INFO:
508-450-5702

Please Do Not
Clean Anything.

Qualified Japanese 
Sword appraiser 
will be present.

FREE VERBAL APPRAISALS - 1 DAY ONLY

Friday, April 2nd — 10am to 4pm
CHELMSFORD at the BEST WESTERN
(Located at 187 Chelmsford St. — Just off 495!)

From I-495 take Exit 34 and You’re there!
• GO TO THE BALLROOM • HELPERS AVAILABLE
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